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Said R. Haninah, “The Mishnah has made that point clear: There is 
no difference between a mesora who is shut up and one who has 
been certified.unclean except for messing up the hair and clothes; 
[for the purification rite] the requirement of shaving, and of 
bringing a bird offering [following Y.’s version]. [The latter must do 
these things, the former need not do them. As we see, M. 1:8B, C are 
elided.] 


“That indicates that we deal with two individuals [one in the one 
status, one in the other]. If you say that we deal with a single person, 
then [the Mishnah should further] teach: There is no difference 
between a large bright spot and a small bright spot.... [That is, a large 
bright spot is one which has spread over the entire body of a man. Now 
if he was at that time in the status of uncleanness, he is marked by the 
outbreak over the entire body as clean. If he was at that time in the 
status of cleanness, he is marked as unclean. A small bright spot is 
simply one in which there is no indication of uncleanness. Now if you 
say that we deal with a single man, who was shut up and then certified 
unclean, then in such a case we should include the difference 
represented by the great bright spot, which has overtaken a man who 
was certified unclean after his original diseased spot has spread, and a 
small bright spot, affecting one who is merely shut up.]” 


[With reference to M. I:8C, the mesora declared clean after merely 
being shut up and one declared clean after certification as unclean, that 
too speaks of two individuals,] for just as you say there [at M. 1:8B,] 
we deal with two individuals, so here [at M. 1:SC] we have two 
individuals. 


If the disease spread over the entire body of the man in a time in which 
he was shut up [to determine whether or not he is unclean, what is the 
law?] [He now is clean, since the disease has covered the entire body. 
But do we regard him as being marked as clean after having been 
certified as unclean, in which case, in line with M. 1:8C, he has to 
bring a bird offering? Or do we regard him as being marked as clean 
after having been merely shut up, in which case he does not have to 
bring a bird offering?] 


R. Yohanan said, “He has to bring a bird offering.” 
R. Eleazar said, “He does not have to bring a bird offering.” 


[E] Said R. Ba bar Mamel, “The following Tannaitic teaching [at Sifra 
Parashat Mesora Parashah I:6-8| supports the position of R. 
Yohanan: 


